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We Are Here

Museums & Young Refugees and Asylum Seekers

Project Update

Thinking To Date:

The working title for the project is We are Here.   We are planning to explore with museums and young people ideas around what We are Here means.   Where is Here?   Is it a good place?  A bad place?   A stopping off point?   A final destination?   

Are we Here because we are lost?  Are we displaced or have we found a new     home?   Are we all here or are some of us somewhere else?  Are our bodies here but not our hearts?  

We are interested in developing with museums a rolling programme of small do-able projects that can build into a significant body of work.  Each project can be very different reflecting the interests and needs of a particular group or museum.  They will be linked by certain criteria, which will probably be along the lines of:

· projects will be for 14 – 19 year olds

· each project will culminate in an exhibition of some kind to be displayed in the museum;

· each project will contain an element that can be used on our website.

Alongside the project work Opening the Doors will produce reports, run training workshops, set up seminars and a conference.   We will also commission independent evaluation of the project as well as a writer and photographer to document the project.  The project will also be profiled on our website and at the various seminars and conferences we are increasingly invited to speak at.

We are actively fundraising for this project including looking for development funding.   However whether funding is or isn’t available in your area will not be a factor in working with you.  If you want to work with us and together we come up with an exciting project we will work with you in finding the funding.  

The Timeline:

We expect the project will run over three years with a seminar once a year and a conference towards the end of the third year.  Some museums might want to work with us over the three years, some may want to do just one project others might do a project take a break and then continue at a later date

So What Next?

It would be very helpful if you could let us know if you are still interested in becoming involved with the project.   If you are please indicate YES or NO 

to the following questions and email/send them back

Are you still interested in getting involved in the project?

YES  / NO

Do you have an idea for a project?

YES  / NO

If you do can we have a brief outline?

………………………………………………………………………………...

………………………………………………………………………………...

………………………………………………………………………………...


………………………………………………………………………………...

………………………………………………………………………………...

Do you mind if we mention your museum in a development funding application?

YES  / NO
We are planning to set up an email mailing list through which we will keep everyone informed of what’s happening.   

Do you want to be part of the mailing list?           


YES  / NO

Do you mind if we share your contact details with other people on the list?






 

YES  / NO

Would you like to be put in touch with other people in your region who have expressed interest?

YES  / NO

Background to Opening the Doors:

Finally for those who haven’t worked with us it might be useful to give you some background information on Opening the Doors. 

The project came out of a report Museums and Young People commissioned by the Museums Association.  One of the main findings of the report was that museums were keen to work with young people outside of formal education but felt they didn’t have the skills or experience to run successful projects.   

In response to this finding the MA devised a model of working in which a consultant, experienced in working with young people, would support museums in developing and running projects.  A pilot, funded by Lloyds TSB, was very successful and led to further funding from the Heritage Lottery Fund.   

The Lloyds TSB Foundation also agreed further funding for training workshops, reports, a website, seminars and a conference.  At first we felt this funding was a little secondary to the main project work in museums.  But it has proved an invaluable contribution to raising the profile of the work and recording and disseminating findings.  

All the museums, participating in the last project, found that the opportunity to profile their work nationally, which is something they may not have been able to do on their own, was one of the most important benefits of working with Opening the Doors.

Time has moved on and these days museums are much more confident in working with young people.  We anticipate that with this project museums will work quite independently on their projects while Opening the Doors will concentrate on reporting and documenting the project through reports, training, seminars and our website.  Although that support will be available if wanted.

Information on We Are Here will be on our website:

www.openingthedoors.org
but we will also be developing a new website which will have aspects of each project on it i.e. a virtual tour of an exhibition, a video, writing by young people.  We also plan to make the site interactive so that the different groups of young people can see each other’s work, share experiences and perhaps offer each other support and friendship.

Who We Are:

Opening the Doors is Suzanne Rider and Layla Bates.

Suzanne Rider has worked extensively on a wide range of community and heritage projects. Until recently Suzanne was the Arts Education Development Officer for Hertfordshire. On leaving the post she set up Caucus Community Arts.  Current projects include: co-ordination of Opening the Doors, a programme of work which looks at how young people outside of formal education can work with museums; an audience development plan for ‘The Forge Museum’ in Much Hadham; the youth participation element of Hertfordshire’s Anti-Bullying Initiative; a programme of arts activities for vulnerable young people ‘Not the Usual Suspects’. Suzanne is also currently covering the post of Arts Education Development Officer for Hertfordshire until they re-appoint.
Layla Bates graduated with a BA Hons (Arts) degree in English Literature and Classics.   She has since undertaken a wide range of research in TV, the web and the arts.  This has led Layla on many different adventures across the UK, from interviewing artist Faisal Abdu Allah in Middlesborough to the East End of London talking with 1930’s boxers.  She has produced seminars and publicity for Opening the Doors; researched, written & edited various reports; and set up the Opening the Doors website: www.openingthedoors.org
Contact:
Opening the Doors

44 Russell House

Whinbush Road

Hitchin

Hertfordshire 

SG5 1PX

t. 01462 642018

e. info@openingthedoors.org
